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EUROPE IN THE WORLD:The Gender Dimension Anna Karamanou on behalf of PES Women 
“Representation of the world, like the world itself, is the work of men; they describe it from their own point of view, which they confuse with absolute truth”.

Simone de Beauvoir

"It could surely be expected that greater participation by women in political life would bring about a less violent world. It is true that Athena, the Greek goddess of wisdom and war, may have been a female role model in antiquity, but in the modern world women can play a vital role against militarism and in favour of peace".

Francis Fukuyama

1. A NEW ERA AFTER THE COLD WAR

1.1. The fall of the Berlin wall and the collapse of the Soviet bloc, in 1989, marked the end of the Cold War and the dawn of a whole new era in world politics. There has been a turn in the nature of foreign affairs, expressed by the quest for change, for new ways of settling differences and identifying alternative theories and new areas in the field of international relations.  The old theories and practices of realism and neo-realism based on states’ competition and balance of power, are challenged by new ones,  like the “soft power”, “interdependence”, “democratic peace” and “feminist” theories, most suited to the new global economic and political environment and the post-cold war uncertainties and new threats. 

1.2. The new millennium has began in a context of economic globalization, free trade,  prosperity for many and at the same time deepening inequalities, immigration flows, continued existence of all sorts of violence and scarcity of women in political decision-making. The need for strengthening EU’s international role becomes imperative. The Common Foreign and Security Policy,  established  in 1992 and reinforced by the new Lisbon Treaty, to preserve peace and security for the member states, must,  at the same time, add new areas of action in the international agenda: elimination of poverty, protection of human rights, gender equality, education, health, environment and climate change, free trade, demographic changes, reform of social systems, trafficking of women and children, asymmetric threats like terrorism and religious fundamentalism, reform of international institutions.  EU and PES along with the traditional issues of war and peace are challenged by the necessity of analysing the realities of economic and ecological interdependence and finding ways of mitigating their negative consequences.  

1.3.  PES Women note that peace and security, solidarity, social justice, sustainable development and gender equality remain goals, yet to be achieved.  At the same time, it is obvious that governments have not the ability to achieve these goals without the consent and support of people, without the development of a strong sense of solidarity among populations, without strong international institutions, without any changes taking place in education and value systems, gender relations and  political culture. 
2. SECURITY, DEFENSE  and POLITICAL REALISM 
2.1. Institutions relating to security and defense occupy a central role in the field of international relations. Historically, these institutions include virtually exclusively men, who have produced norms and practices which are linked with “masculinity” and “masculine hegemony”, while, at the same time, determine the agenda and policy of those institutions. Masculinity and politics have a long and close association, since they have constructed a world almost entirely without women. Hegemonic power has multiple aspects – military, political and economic. Patriarchy is institutionalized through legal, economic, social and cultural institutions. The values and assumptions that drive the international system are intrinsically related to concepts of masculinity. The army, naturally, is the most salient field in terms of locating hegemonic masculinity. Characteristics such as toughness, power, courage, autonomy, physical strength, have throughout history been those most valued in the conduct of politics, particularly international politics. Manhood has been associated with violence and the use of force, legitimated through the glorification of war.
2.2 Political Realism, meaning power politics,   the dominant paradigm in international relations since 1945, claimed that conflict was inevitable and that is why the best way to assure the security of states, in an anarchic world, is to prepare for war (si vis pacem, para bellum). This security dogma continues to be dominant today, in many state policies, throughout the world.  Among realism’s critics, with the exception of feminist scholars, no attention has been given to gender as a category of analysis.   Foreign policy and international relations have long been theorized and practiced as if they are the arenas of policy-making least appropriate for women. From the Greeks (mainly Thucydides) to Machiavelli and more recently to Morgenthau and Waltz representation of the political world is profoundly gendered. 
2.3 Military budgets are the least likely area of public spending to be contested by politicians and people, who are usually manipulated into supporting military spending by linking it with patriotism. Arms purchases, in many cases, are taking priority over the economic welfare of citizens. When more resources go to the military, additional burdens are placed on women, as public resources for social services shrink. Harsh economic conditions and conflicts usually result in huge immigration flows. While the trend in arms exports has been down, after the end of Cold War, the globalization of the arms industry - through transfers of production technology and mergers - is laying the foundation for an expanding arms market, fuelled both by chronic conflicts and military modernization programmes aggressively marketed by military-industrial companies. The annual budget of the UN’s Department for Disarmament Affairs is roughly half the value of one fighter plane. The Olof Palme report (1982), notes that the growing militarization of the Third World has drained resources that might otherwise be used for economic development. Palme defined security in terms of joint survival rather than mutual destruction. PES Women fully  agree with this position.
3. WOMEN CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN WORLD AFFAIRES

3.1. Women are absent from the classical texts of political science and they are underrepresented in governments worldwide. Women are absent or severely underrepresented in shaping foreign policy, in formal international initiatives, in the UN Security Council. To the question of how power is distributed between men and women, or, who governs the planet today, the evidence is irrefutable: A recent World Economic Forum report, covering 115 countries, notes that women have closed over 90 percent of the gender gap in education and in health, but only 15 percent of it when it comes to political empowerment at the highest levels. Although 97 countries have some sort of gender quota system for government positions, according to the Inter-Parliamentary Union, women fill only 17 percent of parliamentary seats worldwide and 14 percent of ministerial-level positions - and most of those are related to family, youth, the disabled, and the elderly. However, the trend has been subverted during the first decade of the 21st century, with more and more women gaining high positions in foreign affairs.  In September 2005, fourteen women foreign ministers met together with the EU Commissioner responsible for external relations, to discuss and demand from the UN Secretary General to ensure that a gender perspective is integrated in the design and work of the Peace-building Commission. PES Women strongly support such initiatives.   

3.2. Culturally shaped and defined characteristics associated with masculinity and femininity do vary across time and place, across cultures and history. Gender differences signify relationships of inequality and the domination of men upon women. In many societies references to human rights do not include women's rights, which are systematically violated.  It is estimated that about 5,000 women and girls are murdered each year by male members of their family, for reasons of “honour”.  Inhuman, violent and humiliating punishments on women, such as stoning, lashing, or genital mutilation are a usual practice in some countries and are administered in the name of religious and cultural traditions. A fair share of power between men and women, most possibly,  could subvert this injustice towards women.
3.3. Historically, women are not linked to acts of violence. Having lived for centuries in the context of private life they have developed qualities, which if transposed to public life, may well transform the culture of violence and confrontation into a culture of peace, dialogue and co-operation. A critical mass of women in the decision-making process can realize the vision of a balanced, safe, and demilitarised world and promote global democratic governance that will dismiss and exclude violence and war as means of resolving crises and allocate fairly the planet's resources and the fruits of science and technology.

3.4. PES Women claim that the failure to represent the experiences, viewpoints, priorities and needs of half the world's population when making decisions, undermines the long-term viability of such decisions. Worse, male aggression is over-represented in the world’s affaires resulting in perpetuation of the culture of violence and failure to reach solutions through dialogue and negotiation. Women should be given the chance to make a difference in World affaires.
4. WOMEN’S “SOFT POWER” REDEFINES SECURITY AND PEACE
4.1.  PES Women’s definitions of security are multilevel and multidimensional. We define security as the absence of violence whether it be military, political, economic or cultural.  Violence whether in the national, international or family realm is interconnected. Domestic violence must be seen in the context of wider power relations, within a gendered society in which male power dominates at all levels. Women’s perspectives on the meaning of security draw attention to the extent to which gender hierarchies themselves are a source of domination and thus an obstacle to a truly comprehensive definition of security. Women assume that any comprehensive vision of security must include the elimination of all types of violence, including violence produced by gender relations or gender linked insecurities. 

4.2 Peace activists define security in terms of “positive peace”, a peace that includes economic security as well as physical safety. PES Women define peace as “not only the absence of war, violence and hostilities at the national and international levels, but also the enjoyment of economic and social justice”. Feminist scholars (Tickner, Enloe, Connel) argue that  militarism, sexism and racism are interconnected with domestic policies of states and cannot be separated from states’ behaviour in the international system. 
4.3. PES Women’s perspectives constructed out of the experiences of women, can add a new dimension to understanding of the world politics and also some new insight into the relationship between militarism and structural violence. Challenging the way in which international relations have traditionally been constructed can allow us to examine the extent to which the practices are related to gender inequalities, bring to light gender hierarchies embedded in the theories and practices of world politics and see the extent to which all systems of domination are interrelated.

4.4 Thinking of security in multidimensional terms allow us to get away from prioritizing military issues, issues that have been central to the agenda of traditional foreign relations. PES Women argue that a truly comprehensive security cannot be achieved until gender relations of domination and subordination are eliminated. Women’s perspective introduces the issue of domestic violence and sexual exploitation and analyzes how the boundaries between public and private, domestic and international, political and economic are permeable and interrelated. There cannot be a strategy for viable collective security based on military might alone. 
4.5. Constructing perspectives on global political economy, that include the insights and the economic activities of women, could give a different dimension of the world economy and the achievement of economic and ecological security. Environmental degradation threatens rich and poor alike and appears intransigent of state-centred solutions. These new threats to security demand new solutions quite at odds with the power politics prescriptions of traditional international relations. Feminist approaches to international political economy must be supportive of an approach where basic needs are defined in terms of both material needs and the need for political participation of women in designing the future.  Microfinance is an essential support system for women’s economic development in many parts of the world.
4.6. The Internet continues to be dominated by men and is primarily addressed to men. Warlike video games for young children contribute to the establishment of new technologies as male-dominated fields. The explosion of pornography on the Internet is a factor which aids the perpetuation of stereotypes and violence against women, and confirms the inequalities and discrimination they suffer. UN views to a new strategy for security that focuses on humans rather than countries.  Fortunately, such ideas find fertile ground in Europe, especially in the social-democratic camp.
4.7. We need to make sure that young girls and boys learn to be critical about images and stereotypes presented in the media (TV, newspapers and on the Internet) and learn that these should not be accepted as role models. We need to fight against all forms of violence and ensure human rights as well as girls’ rights.
 
 5. EUROPEAN UNION AS AGENT OF WORLD PEACE, SOLIDARITY,  EQUALITY AND  PROSPERITY 

5.1 The new Treaty of Lisbon will allow Europe to speak with a clear voice in relations with its partners worldwide. It will harness Europe's economic, humanitarian, political and diplomatic strengths to promote European interests and values.   EU should pay more attention to the development cooperation policies and issues associated with economic interdependence, as well as to the activities of non state actors, equality and justice. EU should also focus to those marginalized areas of the world system that had been the subject of Western colonization and whose people are condemned to a shorter life span through the uneven allocation of the resources of global capitalism. To achieve economic justice for women in developing countries EU must target projects that benefit women, particularly those in the subsistence sector. 
The Treaty of Lisbon will create both women’s and children’s rights goals with legal bases.

5.2. Information Society should be about people and should be used for people and by people to unlock the power of information, not to create inequalities. Poverty is a problem in North and South and its eradication requires democratic participation and changes in education systems and economic structures,  in order to ensure more equitable distribution of knowledge and wealth.  Women often do not have the same access as men to education, training, credit, technology and information, which are necessary to take advantage of new economic opportunities arising from trade liberalization and the expansion of communication technologies. 
5.3. EU should adopt and maintain macro-economic policies and development strategies that address the needs of women in developing counties, promote democracy and equality, fair trade, decent work, equal pay and achieve a fair distribution of the potential for prosperity. In order to favor women’s full integration in the global economy it is necessary to promote legislative and administrative reforms to give women equal rights with men to economic resources, access to knowledge society, including access to ownership control over land, access to the information,  access to savings and credit mechanisms and institutions. Eliminating poverty must become a priority of the Common European Foreign and Security Policy.  
5.4.We consider it crucial that development assistance policies promote the economic role of women. We urge for local and regional authorities of developing countries to be given an explicitly important role in development cooperation efforts. This is a key issue because the attainment of the UN Millennium Goals requires sound governance and a decentralised approach that delivers results on the ground. We support decentralised cooperation, that is, the international cooperation led by European local authorities under the direction of their democratically elected executives, involving local stakeholders distinct from both central and state government. It is within the framework of such cooperation that EU local and regional authorities should propose gender-sensitive cooperation measures, raising awareness about the gender issue amongst their counterparts outside the EU 

5.5. EU, as European Parliament has suggested,   should  include in future trade and development agreements, in addition to the clause for the respect of human rights, a specific clause providing for the imposition of sanctions and, ultimately, the suspension of the agreement in cases of serious and repeated violations of women's rights - meaning widespread acts of violence such as genital mutilation, mutilation with acid, public castigation, burning, blood feuds, stoning, raping and trafficking in women, murders of honour, forced marriages and slavery.
5.6. EU  should not  underestimate the security threats posed by national and religious conflicts, terrorism linked to nationalism and fundamentalism, organised crime, drug trafficking, trafficking in women and children,  environmental deterioration, lack of democracy. For a safer world we need fresh ideas, policies and strategies of a non-military character, and reinforcement of the role citizens - especially women- play in preventing and resolving crises.  The experience of Europe, and especially the Balkans, gained by the terrible wars and disputes of the 20th century, clearly demonstrated the dangers of racism, xenophobia and nationalism, for peace and human dignity. This is why, the EU needs strong legal mechanisms against racism.
5.7. It is evident that the ideological and political battle of the 21st century will be between conservatism (fundamentalism) and the humanitarian, cosmopolitan approach to contemporary problems. While humanitarian politics accept multiculturalism, conservative politics look at it with fear and hostility, refusing dialogue in a world whose continuity and peaceful cohabitation is based on dialogue and respect of diversity. So far few women are members of radical groups. Therefore PES Women has a good chance to interfere and stop such parties to develop and influence the political scene. 

5.8.  In the conclusions of the European Council, in Thessaloniki, June 2003, there was reference, for the first time, to the role of women and to their considerable contribution in the quest for peace and in advancing democratic values, social awareness, education, and development.  Naturally, the aim was of highlighting and incorporating the gender dimension in foreign and security policy during the Council's meetings, and in the Euro-Mediterranean and Balkan Summit Meetings. Efforts to promote gender equality and equal opportunities are being strengthened in many aspects of the European Union's policies and programs. The key concept in these efforts is that of "gender mainstreaming", which denotes a more global approach to equality and calls for the integration of a gender perspective and gender analysis into all policies, programs and actions of the Community. It is within this Europe that we, Women Socialists, rest our hopes in order to achieve equality, so that women’s skills and viewpoints do no longer remain unheard, underrepresented or overlooked.  
The creation of a free, peaceful and safe world of solidarity and justice is the major challenge in the 21st century. Europe must take the lead in meeting this challenge and certainly women can contribute a lot towards this end.
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