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INTRODUCTION

The proposed European Constitution is a compromise package that takes Europe forward. It has been elaborated after lengthy, public, pluralistic, democratic debates in the European Convention and has been finalized and approved by the elected governments of all 25 member states. The ratification of the Constitution will be the greatest political task over the weeks and months ahead. This process must be successful since it will create an EU which is more democratic and transparent, which is able to act more effectively and which can regain the trust of the people of Europe.
The Constitution can lay the foundation for the political Europe and strengthen the democratic character of the European system, at all levels: the individual, parliaments, local and regional authorities, nation states and the EU itself. The Constitution is a step towards more democratic and more effective decision-making, because the citizens will have greater control over the European Union’s action with an increased democratic accountability, due to the following improvements:
FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS
The incorporation of the Charter of Fundamental Rights and the clear determination of the values and goals contained in the Constitution show more clearly than ever before, that the people and not the market lies at the hearth of the European Integration. The Charter has acquired binding legal force. It is binding, both on the European institutions, acting in the framework of their respective competences, and on the member states. The rights set out in the Charter correspond in general terms, to the common set of fundamental rights which the Union already recognized and which resulted from the constitutional traditions of the member states or the European Convention on Human Rights.
A further step towards the protection of fundamental rights at Union level is taken by means of the stipulation that the Union  will seek accession to the European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms, to which all the Member States are parties. This will entail an agreement with the Council of Europe.
All provisions of European Union law and all action taken by the EU institutions or based on European Union law will have to meet the standards of fundamental rights laid down in the Constitution.
DEMOCRATIC ACCOUNTABILITY
The adoption of all EU legislation will be subject to the prior scrutiny of national parliaments and, with a few exceptions, the dual approval of both national governments and the directly elected European Parliament - a level of parliamentary scrutiny that exists in no other comparable structure.
National parliaments will receive all European Union proposals in good time to discuss them with their ministers before council meetings and will also gain the right to object to draft legislation if they feel it goes beyond the EU’s remit. An early warning mechanism even requires the Commission to reconsider its proposal should one third of the national parliaments consider that the proposal in question does not comply with the subsidiarity principle.
These mechanisms offer further safeguards against any potentially ill-considered exercise of Union competences and will clear the way for much deeper democratic scrutiny of Community legislation.

REPRESENTATIVE and  PARTICIPATORY DEMOCRACY
One of the most important questions to which the Constitution needed to provide an answer was that of «who does what» in Europe. A clarification of this kind is essential if citizens are to grasp properly the allocation of political responsibilities at European level. A simple reading of Part I will give European citizens a fairly clear insight.
The European citizens’ initiative (no less than one million citizens coming from a significant number of Member States may invite the Commission to submit any appropriate proposal on matters where citizens consider that a legal act of the Union is required, for the purpose of implementation of the Constitution.)  and other new provisions will facilitate participation by citizens and representative associations in the deliberations of the Union. More specifically it is stated that the Union institutions will maintain an open, transparent and regular dialogue with representative associations and civil society.

The Constitution brings about significant progress in terms of simplification and rationalization of decision-making procedures and instruments of action. The gains as regards their democratic legitimacy and their transparency are obvious. Even the changes in terminology are important in order to allow citizens to understand more clearly the decision-making process. Decisions will be taken as openly as possible and as closely as possible to the citizens.
The Constitution recognizes the democratic role of the political parties in shaping European political conscience and expressing citizen’s will. 
SOCIAL DIALOGUE, GENDER EQUALITY, RESPECT OF HUMAN RIGHTS
The Constitution recognizes and promotes the role of the social partners, taking into account the diversity of national systems. There is explicit recognition in Part I of the role played by the social partners, particularly the Tripartite Social Summit for Growth and Employment, which is to contribute to social dialogue. Furthermore, it should not be forgotten that the social rights enshrined in the Charter will be fully recognized in Community law. 

The Union will strive to achieve a highly social market economy, with the goal of full employment and social progress. It will fight social exclusion and discrimination and promote social justice and social protection, equality for women and men, solidarity between generations and the protection of the rights of the children.
Equality of men and women is included in article II (Values), as a principle and is one of the objectives of the EU, while articles 21 and 23 of the Part II repeat provisions on gender equality that must be ensured in all areas, and against any discrimination based on any ground such as sex, race, colour, ethnic or social origin, genetic geatures, language, religion or belief, political or any other opinion, membership of a national minority, property, birth, disability, age or sexual orientation. Respect of Human Rights is included among the values of the Union.

In Part III gender mainstreaming is included as well as equal pay and equality in the work place.  Another improvement is that the ordinary legislative procedure will apply to social security measures covering employed and self-employed migrant workers’ entitlement to benefits. 
The Constitution defines Europe’s role in the world by charging it, in line with the UN Charter, with promoting peace, respect for international law and human rights, particularly those of children, sustainable development, fair trade and the abolition of poverty. Thanks to the socialdemocrats the value of solidarity and the goal of full employment are both enshrined in the Constitution.  
The harmonization of asylum and immigration policy and the fight against cross-border crime are addressed to create a common area of freedom, security and justice.

THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND THE COUNCIL
The European Parliament becomes a real joint law-maker, on an equal footing with the Council and has the last word on the European budget. The election of the Commission president by the Parliament is also democratic progress, because establishes a link to the results of European elections.
The minister of Foreign Affairs, appointed by the European Council in agreement with the Commission’s President, will be accountable both to the European Parliament and to the European Council.

A new budgetary procedure will require the approval of all European Union expenditure by both the Council and the European Parliament, so that the so called compulsory expenditure will no longer be subject to unilateral Council decisions, but will be brought under full democratic control.

The exercise of delegated legislative powers and implementing powers by the Commission will be brought under a new system of joint supervision by the European Parliament and the Council, enabling each of them to call back Commission decisions to which they object.

When acting on legislation the Council will meet in public.
With regard to future revisions of the Constitution, the European Parliament will have the power to submit proposals and the scrutiny of any proposed revision must be carried out by a Convention unless Parliament agrees that this is not necessary.
On the basis of the above everybody who advocates European Unification must go on the offensive in communicating and explaining the Constitution to the men and the women in the street!!
